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Uruguay Ambassador to Speak at Chapman Sept. 20
ORANGE, Calif., Sept. 14, 2006 His Excellency Carlos Gianelli Derois, Uruguays ambassador
to the United States, will visit Chapman University on Wednesday, September 20 to speak to
students, faculty and the public about Uruguay and its growing importance in Latin-American
and world geopolitics. He will be joined by Dr. Carlos Gitto, Consul General of Uruguay to the
Western U.S. Ambassador Gianelli, who is making his first visit to Orange County, will also
introduce a one-day art exhibition at Chapman by the acclaimed Uruguayan painter Guillermo
Figoli. The lecture will begin at 11 a.m. in 209 Argyros Forum on the Chapman campus, with the
art exhibition in an adjoining room. The lecture and exhibition, presented by Chapman
Universitys Wilkinson College of Letters and Sciences, are free and open to the public. Call
(714) 532-7758 for more information.
As an article in The New York Times on Tuesday, September 12, 2006 noted, Long taken for
granted by its much larger neighbors, Uruguay suddenly finds itself one of the main fronts in the
struggle between the United States and Venezuela for dominance in South America. The Bush
Administration and President Hugo Chavez of Venezuela are jockeying for position here, each
trying to undercut the other by winning over Uruguays left-wing government. At issue in this
geopolitical game, the article said, are free-trade agreements and investments that would pull
Uruguay into either the U.S. or Venezuelan orbit.
Among those planning to attend a luncheon in Ambassador Gianellis honor are George L.
Argyros, a 1959 Chapman alumnus, former chairman of the Chapman board of trustees, and
former U.S. Ambassador to Spain and Andorra; Donald Sodaro, the current chairman of the
Chapman trustees; and Mark Murphy, mayor of the city of Orange. Sponsor of the ambassadors
visit to Chapman and luncheon host is David C. Henley, a Chapman trustee and Honorary
Consul of Uruguay.
Following his Chapman visit, Ambassador Gianelli and his wife will travel to Newport Beach,
where they will be guests of the Henleys on a Newport Harbor boat cruise. The ambassador is
very much anticipating his visit here for many reasons, but in part because Uruguay and Orange
County have many similarities, Henley said. His country has the same population as Orange
County, and both areas are well-known for their beautiful coastlines and nautical activities.
Ambassador Gianelli was appointed to his post last year by Uruguays president, Tabare Vasquez.
A career diplomat, he holds doctoral degrees in law and social studies, and has held past
ambassadorships to Mexico, the Netherlands and Saudi Arabia. He has also held high diplomatic
posts at the United Nations and in several Latin American nations.
Artist Guillermo Figoli trained as a painter in Montevideo, the capital of Uruguay, has exhibited
his works at nearly 20 shows in the U.S., Europe and Latin America, and has won numerous
awards for his contemporary and abstract works.

